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The New Forest Furniture Competition 

for Trainee Furniture Designer/Makers

This competition is for people under instruction at a Training Establishment: that is as an apprentice or student at a college.  

The Trust wishes to encourage people to use wood from trees growing in the New Forest to make the highest quality furniture.  To this end it is making available boards of oak, and other species to Trainees who will make a commitment to use the wood to make a piece for this Competition. To ensure that commitment is honoured we will require those accepting timber to accept an invoice for any taken from us. That invoice will be presented for payment if the person who took the timber does not submit a piece of furniture in the competition that year.

Judging will take place on Monday 29th July 2013.

Prizes for 2013
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WILL PROVIDE VOUCHERS TO THE VALUES SHOWN BELOW

The Trainee Furniture Makers Competition

FIRST PLACE 
£1,000

SECOND PLACE
£400

THIRD PLACE
Certificate
The People’s Choice

FIRST PLACE
£500

In Addition

The WORSHIPFUL COMPANY OF FURNITURE MAKERS will award its prizes of £250 each to the Trainee pieces exhibited they judge to be from the best Craftsman and best Designer

THE FINE CRAFTED WOOD EXHIBITION 


at the NEW FOREST SHOW 30, 31 July, 1st August 2013.
Trainee Competitions are organised in parallel with an Exhibition of Fine-Crafted Wood to be held at the New Forest Show. The Exhibition will include pieces made by Professional bespoke furniture craftsmen and other examples of woodcrafts. 
AXMINSTER TOOL CENTRE is running a Wood Turning Competition for Talented Enthusiastic Amateurs and the winning pieces will be on show at the Exhibition. [click on .. to learn more]
AXMINSTER TOOL CENTRE will demonstrate some of their tools at the Exhibition again this year.

The ‘Peoples Choice’ winners are chosen by visitors to the Exhibition who complete a voting slip to say which Exhibit they liked best.  

Note – the Organisers have reserved space at the New Forest Museum and Visitor Centre after the Exhibition to put the winning pieces on show– see Rules.

FINE CRAFTED - WOOD
A Competition for Trainee Furniture Designer/Makers

COMPETITION ORGANISERS

Alice Blogg, Kathy Gulliver, Catriona Heathcock, Geoff Knott, Julie Mottisfont, Jackie Neylon, Harry Oram, Tony Roberts, Toni Shaw, Donald Thompson, Richard Manley, 

JUDGES for 2013

Martin Grierson studied design and cabinet making at London’s Central School of Arts & Crafts (now Central St.Martins) and then spent 5 years as an assistant to leading architects and designers. This experience has lead to a good understanding of buildings, and architects ideas about design. He started his workshop after 15 years practicing as a free-lance designer to the furniture industry.
Martin set out to make proper pieces of furniture that exploit traditional forms of construction but are, never the less, expressions of today. 
He always seeks an appropriate form for each piece, relating it to its surroundings, either by contrast or closely related style. He works closely with clients to achieve furniture that will live up to their expectations and aspirations. Their input is a strong influence in helping the creation of a new design for them. He believes the success and beauty of a design lie as much in the consistent attention to detail and choice of materials as in the overall concept.

After graduating from Buckingham College, Richard Williams went to work for the well renowned maker Martin Grierson, where he was involved in 'special project furniture'.
In 1990 he took the decision to be a self-employed designer and maker, running a busy workshop. In 2003 Richard was awarded an honourary Master of Arts Degree by Buckinghamshire Chilterns University College.  ‘The overriding motivation for me and for my team of craftsmen is to create beautiful furniture that not only fulfils its intended function, but gives pleasure to all who experience its qualities. Attention to detail in design and construction, the beauty of the natural materials, and excellence of craftsmanship in the making of every piece are daily uppermost in our minds.’ ’We are proud to have been given eight Guildmark awards from the Worshipful Company of Furniture Makers.’
Jane Cleal having originally established Williams and Cleal with Justin Williams in 1990 she has worked in all areas of their business, and now successfully combines this with teaching students in their workshops. As principal and tutor, brings over 20 years experience. An award winning designer and maker, she also has a proven track record as a full time higher education lecturer, teaching to degree level.
"I developed my passion for furniture at an early age and studied a 3-year fine furniture craft and management course at Buckinghamshire College obtaining distinctions.
In 1988 I attended a lecture by Alan Peters OBE, who was directly linked to the Arts and Crafts movement. I was so inspired that I approached him and obtained an apprenticeship at Alan's workshops.
My experiences as a designer, maker and lecturer help ensure we offer exceptional, dynamic and rewarding furniture making courses".
Practice talking to the public

One facility offered to Trainees exhibiting at our Exhibition is to talk to any number of 20,000 visitors. It represents an opportunity to practice telling potential customers about what they have made and why.  This is a major part of what a bespoke furniture maker must do. It is a good time to try different ways of speaking to them.  To help with this we have negotiated the use of a cabin that sleeps 12, located about 6 miles away for which the charge is only £5/person/night; as you would expect this excludes bedding and food.  If you wish to book a bed there, please indicate on your application form.

The Organisers will provide a display sign for each item at the Exhibition.  There will be space on each sign for a picture of the Exhibitor.  If Exhibitors would like their photograph included on this sign please send a digital or hard copy with your application.

The photographs help us determine the best display space for exhibiting and judging it but more importantly we need very good studio photographs when publishing the results of the Competition and the Exhibition.
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